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"legal"; the Communists sternly loyal to their Moscow masters,
From neither would there come the liberating decision to fight.
This was the supreme chance of the Socialist party, so supreme
that it is very doubtful if they would have needed to fight. If their
leadership had had but resolution, not indeed to declare by formal
proclamation their intention to resist the re-establishment of auto-
cracy; if they had merely let it be seen that they were taking pre-
parations to resist, they would have reaped the benefit of the revo-
lutionism that seethed underneath the apparently rigid party system,
It is unfair to defend the Socialist leadership by pointing to the
feebleness of the resistance to Hitler's version of the presidial
system. The root cause of the feebleness, apart from personal and
party reasons, was the fact that the Left permitted Hitler to retain
control of so much of that revolutionism that what was left was
impotent. Nor is it fair to judge of the possibilities of resistance
by the fact that individuals deserted by their leaders failed to offer
resistance.
It is not to be gainsaid that the working class, in the sense of
the exploited class—a term which includes much of the lower
middle-class if it excludes some of the so-called working class—
was by now thoroughly aroused, and that was particularly true
of the younger trade-unionists and younger members of the
Socialist party. Opposition had stiffened them and the party
"toleration" of Bruening had not weakened them. The refusal to
"tolerate" Papen, the evidence that the new regime was pro-
fessedly anti-working class in the sense that it meant to make
impossible any working-class organization that might jeopardize
the regime, the constant harrying by Communist and National
Socialist alike, had ended by turning what was originally passive
into aggressive defence. The "Iron Front" was enthusiastic and
waiting; the unions were ready to strike; in the confusion and dis-
integration nothing was wanting but a leader in Germany, who
when the moment came could seize it to turn a revolutionary
situation into a revolution.
It has been said by some of the stupider men-on-the-spot school
who have accepted unquestioningly the feeble excuses of feebler
leaders, that strike action was impossible because of the unem-

